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Dear Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to the initial review of this continuation application of Application Serial No. 
08/845,593 filed April 25, 1997 by Steven J. Turner, et al., entitled "OBJECT-BASED 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS," please amend the application as follows: 
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IN THE TITLE 

Page 1, delete "Object-Based Computer Systems" and insert -A Method and System 
for Assembling and Utilizing Components in Component Object Systems--. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Page 1, line 1, insert the following: 

- CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION: 

This application is a continuation of U. S. Application Serial No. 08/845,583, filed 
April 25, 1997 and entitled "Object-Based Computer Systems". - 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-24 without prejudice or disclaimer. Please add new claims 25-49. 

25. (New) A method for forming an object-based computer system comprising: 
providing a first existing executable module and a second existing executable module; 
determining a first operation associated with the first existing executable module; 
determining a second operation associated with the second existing executable 

module; 

determining a mapping between the first and second operations; and 
managing an interaction between the first and second operations based on the 
mapping. 

26. (New) The method according to Claim 25, wherein the first and second 
existing executable modules respectively comprise an executable component object. 

27. (New) The method according to Claim 26 and further comprising assembling 
the executable component objects to form an object-based application. 

28. (New) The method according to Claim 26 and further comprising managing 
runtime interactions between the executable component objects. 
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29. (New) The method according to Claim 28, wherein managing the runtime 
interactions comprises configuring a user interface based on the mapping for managing the 
runtime interactions. 

30. (New) The method according to Claim 25, wherein determining the mapping 
comprises specifying an intermediate representation of information for communication 
between the first and second operations. 

31. (New) The method according to Claim 30, wherein the intermediate 
representation is associated with a user interface. 

32. (New) The method according to Claim 30, wherein the intermediate 
representation indicates how the first operation responds to a user interface event. 

33. (New) The method according to Claim 25, wherein determining the mapping 
comprises determining how a parameter associated with the first operation flows to the 
second operation. 

34. (New) The method according to Claim 25 and further comprising managing a 
data value associated with the first operation when the first operation is invoked. 

35. (New) The method according to Claim 25 and further comprising: 
mapping an output parameter associated with the first operation; and 
mapping an input parameter associated with the second operation. 

36. (New) The method according to Claim 25, wherein the first operation has an 
associated field and further comprising generating a characteristic associated with the first 
operation based on the field and user input. 
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37. (New) The method according to Claim 25, wherein determining the mapping 
comprises determining a declarative mapping between a first parameter associated with the 
first operation and a second parameter associated with the second operation. 
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38. (New) A system for forming an object-based computer system comprising: 
a first existing executable module; 

a second existing executable module; 

means for determining a first operation associated with the first existing executable 
module; 

means for determining a second operation associated with the second existing 
executable module; 

means for determining a mapping between the first and second operations; and 
means for managing an interaction between the first and second operations based on 
the mapping. 

39. (New) The system according to Claim 38, wherein the first and second 
existing executable modules respectively comprise an executable component object. 

40. (New) The system according to Claim 39 and further comprising means for 
assembling the executable component objects to form an object-based application. 

41. (New) The system according to Claim 39 and further comprising means for 
managing runtime interactions between the executable component objects. 

42. (New) The system according to Claim 41, wherein the means for managing 
the runtime interactions comprises means for configuring a user interface based on the 
mapping for managing the runtime interactions. 

43. (New) The system according to Claim 38, wherein the means for determining 
the mapping comprises means for specifying an intermediate representation of information 
for communication between the first and second operations. 

44. (New) The system according to Claim 38, wherein means for determining the 
mapping comprises means for determining how a parameter associated with the first 
operation flows to the second operation. 
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45. (New) The system according to Claim 38 and further comprising: 
means for mapping an output parameter associated with the first operation; and 
means for mapping an input parameter associated with the second operation. 

46. (New) The system according to Claim 38, wherein the first operation has an 
associated field and further comprising means for generating a characteristic associated with 
the first operation based on the field and user input. 

47. (New) The system according to Claim 38, wherein the means for determining 
the mapping comprises means for determining a declarative mapping between a first 
parameter associated with the first operation and a second parameter associated with the 
second operation. 
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48. (New) A system for forming an object-based computer system comprising 
software stored on storage and operable to: 

provide a first existing executable module and a second existing executable 

module; 

determine a first operation associated with the first existing executable 

module; 

determine a second operation associated with the second existing executable 

module; 

determine a mapping between the first and second operations; and 

manage an interaction between the first and second operations based on the 

mapping. 
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49. (New) A method for forming an object-based computer system comprising: 
providing a first existing executable component object and a second existing 
executable component object; 

determining a first operation associated with the first existing executable component 

object; 

determining a second operation associated with the second existing executable 
component object; 

mapping an output parameter associated with the first operation to an input parameter 
associated with the second operation; 

managing the flow of the output parameter to the input parameter based on the 
mapping; 

assembling the first and second executable component objects to form an object-based 
application; 

configuring a user interface based on the mapping for managing the runtime 
interactions between the output parameter and the input parameter; and 

managing a data value associated with the first operation when the first operation is 
invoked. 
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REMARKS 



Applicants respectfully submit that no new matter is presented in new Claims 25-49. 
In addition, Applicants submit to the Examiner and the Official Draftsman 38 pages of new 
formal drawings. Early and favorable acceptance of this continuation application is 
respectfully requested. 



CONCLUSION 

Applicants have enclosed a check in the amount of $880.00 to cover the fee for the 



new claims. No other fees are believed to be due, however, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 



02-0384 of Baker Botts L.L.P. 



Correspondence Address : 
Terry J. Stalford, Esq. 
Baker Botts, L.L.P. 
2001 Ross Avenue, Suite 600 
Dallas, Texas 75201-2980 
Phone: 214.953.6477 
Fax: 214.661.4477 

Date: March 6, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 



Attorneys for Applicants 
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